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   Norbert Stein is a German tenor-saxophonist who has performed throughout Europe 
and the world including several visits to the U.S. He has a large tone and is equally skilled 
at caressing melodies and playing very adventurous and expressive solos. He sometimes 
hints at Archie Shepp and Albert Ayler but always displays his own musical personality.
   While Stein sometimes leads the James Choice Orchestra and several other ensemb-
les, We Are features his Pata Messengers, a quartet also including pianist Philip Zoubek, 
bassist Joscha Oetz and drummer Etienne Nillesen. The group performs nine of its leader’s 
originals.
   On this CD, Norbert Stein and his sidemen often introduce a warm folkish melody befo-
re engaging in advanced improvising. While playing quite free much of the time, the group 
does not lose sight of the mood set by the themes and in spots shows its ability to swing 
in a modern manner. The rhythm section keeps a forward momentum constantly flowing, 
building upon the past while looking towards the future. Zoubek has several excellent 
solos while =etz and Nillesen never let the music merely coast.
   With Stein contributing fiery solos, We Are stays consistently passionate. It is available 
from www.patamusic.de.
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